
Another wonder-filled week in the 
"sun" (?) and a million little facts and 
stories. 
 

There simply isn't enough space or time 
in my world to report everything that 
happened or was said.  Therefore, I will 

just bullet point some highlights for everyone. 
 

· This was a record breaker--an all time record atten-
dance for a mid winter.  The Tampa Bay Performing 
Arts Center's largest hall (2200) was SOLD OUT for 
the Saturday night show.  (And we were competing 
with the city of Tampa holding their largest annual 
event—The Gasparilla Festival. 
 

· There were 27 quartets competing in the Seniors 
Quartet Contest Saturday.  ����������	

���  from 
the PIO District is the winning quartet, scoring 74.2 
with 890 points.  Only eight points behind them was 
��������
���  from the FWD District with 73.5.  It 
was a tight contest with all the quartets doing very 
well.  The 27th place quartet scored a 62.3 with 748 
points!  

 
· Eleven youth choruses competed with 350 young 

singers on the risers.  The largest was the Canadian 
contingent which represented one sixth of all com-
petitors and drew singers from several districts.   

 

· The winning chorus was ��������  directed by Chris 
Vaughan and Matt Swann scored 83.5. In the College 
Quartet Competition, it took 13 years to achieve an 
"A" level score.  The Youth Chorus achieved that 
level in just three years.  ������������� directed by 
Tony DeRosa were 2nd with 81.4.  All the choruses 
were pretty well bunched together score wise.  Hold 
on to your hats.  It looks like we found the mother   
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By the time you read this we will be only hours away 
from entertaining our local friends and fans at our annual 
show.  When you read this the die will already be cast.  
Nothing we do now will have an impact 
on our performance.  What comes across 
the footlights will be whatever prepara-
tion we put into mastering our craft at our 
weekly meetings.  Much the same is true 
of our anticipated performance in Jack-
sonville.  However, we do still time to 
enhance our focus, take stock of our strength and weak-
nesses and work to improve. 
 

A few weeks ago I addressed many of our members 
about where we are and the need to make a major shift in 
our personal and collective attitudes and practices.  I 
want to repeat that now as best I can so that all of you get 
the message.  In addition you might want to hang on to it 
and reread it on occasion.  
 

This is a unique hobby.  None of us can really enjoy it 
unless we have at least three other people to sing the 
other parts that make this style so appealing to us.  This is 
not your usual social group.  You cannot simply show up 
each week or whenever with no preparation in advance.  
Each one of us needs to take ownership of our craft.  This 
hobby demands that each one of us strive to be a better 
partner to man on our right and on our left.  Without us 
they will be denied what it is that attracted them in the 
first place. How selfish that type of attitude would be.  
Each one of us needs to make the personal commitment 
and find the time each week to work on our music and 
our basic craft.   When we all can sing the same thing the 
same way at the same time we then can really be part of a 
great experience each and every week.  I have asked the 
music committee to develop a program where those that 
need it can get the help they need.  Let’s not be afraid to 
step forward and ask.  In that regard, let’s also start  

(Continued on page 10) 
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V. P. Program: 

Dick Gordon 

352-751-5284 

ragbshopbass@embarqmail.com 

V. P. Media and PR 

Paul Smith 

352-561-1902 

paulsmith@bluefoxsolutions.com 

V. P. Membership: 

Andy Papineau 

352-751-3313 

paplin@aol.com 

Front Line Director: 

Scott Werner 

352-259-2572 
lovebbshp@aol.com 

Board Member At Large 

(2 Year): 

Bob Wakefield 

352-259-0633 
bobwakefld@aol.com 
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Articles with no byline are written 
by the editor.  Clip art courtesy of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.   

V.P. Music and Performance: 

Ken Carter 

352-259-3574 

kekmcarter@embarqmail.com 

HOF Director Team 
Deadline 

Deadline for articles submitted for 
publication in the Heartbeat shall 

be the 20th of the previous month.  
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Purpose and Mission Statements 

Assistant Director and 

Baritone Section Leader: 

Don Barnes 

352-259-8634 
dode@thevillages.net 
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The 2010 Heart of Florida Leadership Team 
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Immediate Past President: 

Dave Kirkpatrick 

352-669-1713 

hdkusn@aol.com 

President: 

Pat Haley 

352-753-3351 

phaleybbs@comcast.net 

Board Member At Large 

(2 Year) 

Keith Mullen 

352-259-9893 
kmullen2003@yahoo.com 

Board Member At Large 

(1 Year) 

Jeremy Reynolds 

352-751-4845 
bbs10r@earthlink.net 

Board Member At Large 

(1 Year) 

Reed Johnson 

716 628-1341 
reed.ann@reedjohnson.net 

 

 

Treasurer: 

Harold Lathom 

352-350-2115 

haroldlathom@yahoo.com 

 

Staff Reporter:   

Larry Robinson 

352-357-7328 

larry4lead@comcast.net 

The Heartbeat Staff 
Senior Editor: 
Elbie Ford 
352-484-1216 
elbieham@hotmail.com 

Staff Photographer: 

John Shaerer 

352-237-9279 

jbshaerer@aol.com 

Craft Coordinator: 

Bob Thames 

352-315-1238 
bthames@cfl.rr.com 

 

Additional Section Leaders, l to r: 

Joe Pfiefer, 352-751-2415—Tenor;  

Scott Werner—Temporary Lead (not pict.) 

Temporary Secretary: 

James Gehrlein 

352-751-0776�

sgehrlein@comcast.net 

Executive Vice President: 

Brent Bierma 

352-750-2272 

brentsings@embarqmail.com 
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Phyllis and Allen Ripply  Lady Lake  
Jay Wiley     Hallowell, 
   Maine 
Tom Parmenter     Michigan 
Bill Leslie     Inverness 
Bob Kilroe    Abaco,  
   Bahama 
Jim Lairo      The Villages 
Barrell Shirey     The Villages 
Jim and Julia Prater     Columbia, SC. 
Buz and Kit Miller   W. Alexan-
   dria, Ohio 
Steve Villari   E. Green-
   wich, RI 
Gene McCoy   Murrell  
   Stressa S.C. 
Mark & Marilyn Bunker   Green Bay 
   WI. 

Our brothers who have passed but 
will always be on the risers  

with us in our hearts 
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Aged To Perfection  
Bobby Vincuilla, tenor 
Scott Werner, lead 
Ken Carter, baritone   
Jerry Tobin, bass 
 

Four Sharps  
Joe Pfiefer, tenor 
Rich Casanzio, lead 
Don Barnes, baritone 
Ric Blind, bass 
 

Northeast Extensions  
Wally Costello, tenor 
Jim Lawrence, lead 
Dave Mann, baritone 
Mo Foisy, bass 
 

Over the Hill Gang  
Jeremy Reynolds, tenor 
Norb Schneider, lead 
Ralph Peckham. baritone 
Pat Haley, bass 
 

So Far So Good  
Jerry LaDue, tenor 
Dave Kirkpatrick, lead 
Dick Fischer, baritone 
Jerry Weisenreder, bass 
 

Sun Chords  
Lee Shawcross, tenor 
Wayne Page, lead 
Joe Burns, baritone 
Dick Gordon, bass 
 

The Life Of the Party  
Lee Shawcross, tenor 
&������'����������������(��������������
Don Hausmann, baritone 
Doc Weir, bass  
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Pat  Ha ley  

Cur ren t  P res iden t   

Dave K i rkpat r i ck          2009 

M ar ty  M ar t in        2007-2008     

Ken  Car te r           2005-2006 

Wayne  Page        2003-2004
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By Secretary Jim Gehrlein 
 

Here is a generalization of what actions were 
taken at the February meeting of the Board of 

Directors of the Central Florida Chapter of  the Barbershop 
Harmony Society. 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Pat Haley at the 
Water Oak Club House, Lady Lake, Florida on February, 2010 
The following directors were present: Pat Haley, Brent 
Bierma, Harold Lathom , Jim Gehrlein, Ken Carter, Dick 
Gordon, Reed Johnson, Dave Kirkpatrick  and Keith Mullen .  
Absent were Paul Smith, Bob Wakefield, Jeremy Reynolds 
and Andy Papineau.  Also present was Scott Werner. 
 

Secretary’s Report: The minutes were approved on motion.  
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report was received on mo-
tion.  Treasurer Harold Lathom  cautioned the board that Sing-
ing Valentines sales had not been what was expected that the 
budget shortfall would need to be addressed in the near future. 
 

Music Directors Comments: Scotty Werner indicated that he 
was pleased with the turnout for the coaching session on Febru-
ary 13th with Steve Jamison and with the progress made on the 
contest songs.  He also reported that Bob Thames was re-
stocking the front row replacing members that would not be at 
the Spring contest and that two new Christmas songs were in the 
process of being cleared by the secretary. 
 

Chapter Program and Chapter Development: Dick Gordon an-
nounced that “Kill the Polecat” would finally be launched at the 
February 18th rehearsal. 
Singing Valentines Report: Brent Bierma reported that 120 
were delivered. He will be making a full report when he has 
complete information on all expenses. 
Goals for 2010: 1) In support of those goals included in the Mu-
sic Committee’s report, the music committee develop a system 
for assisting weaker singers in improving their contribution to 
the chorus.  2) The board will pursue the improvement of partici-
pation at rehearsals, shows, contest and singouts to 85% of ac-
tive members. 
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Harold Lathom , District Director of C&J 
 

It is my distinct pleasure to have ac-
cepted the position of District Director, 
Contest & Judging, Sunshine District 
for 2010.  When you see David 
Kannberg,  give him a hug/handshake/
pat on the back (or all three) for serv-
ing in this position for 7 years.  Dave 
has accepted the position of Assistant 

Treasurer for the Sunshine District and I am sure that he 
will serve the district as efficiently in that position as he 
did as District Director Contest & Judging. 
 

Our contest in Jacksonville is fast approaching.   All 
quartet and chorus contest entries (CJ-20) can be made on 
the Society Website.  The cutoff date for contest entries is 
March 26.  I will be conducting the draw on March 27.   
The draw will be posted to the District Web Site shortly 
thereafter and an email will be sent to the email contact 
on the contest entry with the draw.   Once the draw has 
been completed, a quartet or chorus may request (through 
me only) any special requests for changes in the Order of 
Appearance, but no later than April 1. 
 

As a friendly reminder,  all quartet and chorus competi-
tors must have their Society membership current (paid)  
by the contest date.   For quartets,  I will be monitoring 
this through the Society Web Site.  For choruses,  I must 
rely on the secretary of each chapter to insure that all 
competing members have their Society Membership cur-
rent (paid) by the contest date. 
 

Last year the Sunshine District qualified five quartets for 
International.  I hope we qualify close to that number this 
year and send a message to the other districts that the 
Sunshine District is ready to compete.  We will also se-
lect a Collegiate Quartet representative to the Interna-
tional Collegiate contest.    The 2010 Seniors District 
Champion will also be determined.  Both the Collegiate 
and Seniors competitors will compete as part of the Semi 
Finals on Friday evening. 
 

Quartet evaluations for the finalist quartets is being 
moved to Sunday morning.   There will be two rounds, 
the first starting at 8:30 AM and the second at 9:35 AM.  
Moving this to Sunday morning will allow the finalist 
quartets to sing in hospitality rooms.  Evaluations for the 
quartets not continuing on to the  finals will have their 
evaluations on Friday night after the semi finals session. 
Chorus evaluations will be held after the chorus contest. 
 

At this point, I do not see a change in the Plateau desig-
nations.   The plateau assignments will be based upon the 
average of the last two contest scores.    We will also se-
lect the most improved chorus.     (Continued on page 11) 
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Taken from the Internet 
 

Editor’s note: Our song this month is a well known song 
with an inspiring background.  I’m sure many of you 
know of its origin.  Nevertheless I’ll tell it to those who 
are unaware of how this song was penned.  It is included 
within the “Gospel Medley” that we have been singing 
for some time. 
 

Horatio Spafford was a wealthy Chicago lawyer.  A fam-
ily man with a wife and children, he was also a strong 
supporter of D.L. Moody’s evangelistic campaigns.  In 
1870, his only son died of scarlet fever at age four.  Then 
in the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, he was financially 
devastated.  Did he lose faith?  No.  Instead, in 1873 he 
decided to go with his family to Great Britain to join 
Moody for one of his crusades.  Detained by business, he 
sent his family ahead.  Their ship collided with another 
ship, and 226 people were drowned, including all four of 
Spafford’s daughters.  Although devastated by grief, 
amazingly, he still did not lose faith.  He penned the clas-
sic hymn, “It Is Well with My Soul,” to express steadfast 
trust in God’s goodness. ����
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from the Mini-Pitch, bulletin of the  

Greater Montreal Chapter 
 

We all know that water is important.  We all probably 
can read this and say, “I should drink more water.”  
Singing is easier and better when we are properly hy-

drated.  75 per cent of Americans are chronically dehy-
drated.  In 37 per cent of Americans, the thirst mecha-
nism is so weak that it is often mistaken for hunger.  One 
glass of water shut down midnight hunger pangs for al-
most all of the dieters studied in a University of Wash-
ington study.   
 

Lack of water is the number one trigger of daytime fa-
tigue.  Even mild dehydration slows down one’s metabo-
lism as much as three per cent.  A mere two per cent drop 
in body water can trigger fuzzy short term memory, trou-
ble with basic math, and difficulty focusing on the com-
puter screen or on a printed page.  Preliminary research 
indicates that eight to ten glasses of water a day could 
significantly ease back and joint pain for up to 80 per 
cent of sufferers.  Drinking five glasses of water daily can 
decrease the risk of colon cancer by 45 per cent, slash the 
chance of breast cancer by 79 per cent, and diminish the 
likelihood of bladder cancer by 50 per cent.   
 

Are you drinking the amount of water you should every 
day? 
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I finally received some photos of our Christmas show 
at the Savannah Center.  I’ll publish them for your con-
tinuing pleasure. 

Tone Deafness 
by Bob Landry, Director, Acadiana Chorus, 

Jennings, Louisiana 
 

In 25 years of teaching 5th grade class room music, I 
never found a student who could not match a pitch after 
working with them less than 10 minutes.  I did this in 
classes of between 25 and 50 students.  I went down the 
row asking each one to match a pitch. I played middle C 
on the piano.  Sometimes I had to move down as far as A, 
and sometimes up as far as E flat.  The other  students 
listened and were excited when someone who was having 
trouble finally got it.   
 

I had one deaf student who could not hear the piano.  
When it was her turn ( I did not yet know that she was 
deaf ), one of the other students came up and told me she 
was deaf.   I brought her up to the piano and placed her 
hand on the sound board.  She matched the pitch right 
away.  I was so excited and it still brings tears to my eyes 
as I write this over 20 years later.   
 

If a person can hear and is not a monotone speaker.  (I’ve 
never met one who is a monotone speaker.) you can get 
them to sing.  In my band program (High School and Jun-
ior High) the first note we played every day was B flat.  
My bands could get their instruments in playing position, 
finger that note and sing it before ever playing a note.   
 

Try this, if you haven’t already.  Start every rehearsal of 
your quartet or chorus with the same song or tag.  Then 
after doing this for a month or so, try starting it without 
blowing a pitch.  You’ll be surprised how often you’ll be 
in the right key.   
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by Casey Parker and Helen Giallombardo  

(from the Harmonet) 
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1. A vulture boards an airplane, carrying two dead rac-
coons.  The stewardess looks at him and says, "I'm sorry, 
sir, only one carrion allowed per passenger."  
 

2.  Two fish swim into a concrete wall.  One turns to the 
other and says, "Dam!"   
 

3. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, so they lit 
a fire in the craft.  Unsurprisingly it sank, proving once 
again that you can't have your kayak and heat it too.  
 

4. Two hydrogen atoms meet.  One says, "I've lost my 
electron."  The other says "Are you sure?"  The first re-
plies, "Yes, I'm positive."  
 

5. Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novo-
cain during a root canal?  His goal: transcend dental 
medication.  
 

6. A group of chess enthusiasts checked into a hotel and 
were standing in the lobby discussing their recent tourna-
ment victories.  After about an hour, the manager came 
out of the office and asked them to disperse.  "But why?" 
they asked, as they moved off.  "Because,"  he said, "I 
can't stand chess nuts boasting in an open foyer!"  
 

7. A woman has twins and gives them up for adoption.  
One of them goes to Spain; they named him 'Juan'.  The 
other went to family in Egypt and was named 'Ahmal'.  
Years later, Juan sends a picture of himself to his birth 
mother. Upon receiving the picture, she tells her husband 
that she wishes she also had a picture of Ahmal.  Her hus-
band responds, "They're twins!  If you've seen Juan, 
you've seen Ahmal."  
 

8. A group of friars were behind on their belfry pay-
ments, so they opened up a small florist shop to raise 
funds.  Since everyone liked to buy flowers from the men 
of God, a rival florist across town thought the competi-
tion was unfair.  He asked the good fathers to close down, 
but they would not.  He went back and begged the friars 
to close.  They ignored him.  So, the rival florist hired 
Hugh MacTaggart, the roughest and most vicious thug in 
town, to 'persuade'  them to close.  Hugh beat up the fri-
ars and trashed their store, saying he'd be back if they 
didn't close up shop.  Terrified, they did so, thereby prov-
ing  that only Hugh can prevent florist friars.  
 

9. Mahatma Gandhi, as you know, walked barefoot most 
of the time, which produced an impressive set of calluses 
on his feet.  He also ate very little, which made him 
rather frail and, with his odd diet, he suffered from bad  

(From page 1)                           ���������
�������"��2��4�
helping each other. Take a good look at that guy on your 
left and on your right.  They are your brothers.  Start by 
letting them know that you care by telling them when 
they are singing something wrong.  And by the way, 
don’t be upset when they do the same for you.  
 

Barbershop comes from the heart.  Let each one of us 
make this the year that we put our hearts into this great 
musical experience. We need to stop driving members 
away and start giving them a reason to want to be a part 
of us each and every week.  The best way you can tell 
your fellow barbershopper that you care about him is to 
carry your part—of the load. 
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Seen on the Internet 

breath.  This made him a (Oh, man, this is so bad, it's 
good!) “super calloused fragile mystic hexed by halitosis.”  
 

10. There was the person who sent ten puns to friends, 
with the hope that at least one of the puns would make 
them laugh.  No pun in ten did. 
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We have an excellent experienced panel for this contest.   
Music Judges are Bob Brock (EVG) and Clay Hine 
(DIX); Presentation Judges are Bobby Gray (SWD) and 
Brian Zink (JAD);  Singing Judges Larry Deters (DIX) 
and Allen Gasper (SWD).   The Contest Administrators 
are Chris Buechler (MAD) and Don Leonard (ILL).   
There is a possibility that we may have several guest 
(candidate) judges.    
 

See you in Jacksonville. 
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lode!  After performing their two required barbershop 
songs, each group could sing a song of their own  
choosing.  The youth from ��������  chose "Ave                                                                                                                                           
Maria" and brought the audience to stunned silence.  
They performed it again on the Saturday night show with  
the same results. 
 

· Registrations for Philly are running AHEAD of some 
of our most highly attended conventions.  If you are 
thinking about waiting until the last minute, you may 
be hanging from the rafters.  Just to make certain that 
you have a seat, order one fast.  DO IT NOW! 
 

· The storied and famous Dixieland Band, under the 
direction of our Harmonious President Bill Biffle, 
performed in the libation center on Thursday night.   

 

· The AISQC welcomed some new members as ��(

�������� 	

���  became the 2010 International Senior 
Quartet Champions and were unbelievably wonderful 
and gracious in their acceptance on the Saturday 
night show.  Congratulations to our new champs. 
They are superb! 

 

We were treated to a Master’s Class with our 2009 
Champs, �
���
���� .  They shared their practice habits 
and many personal things.  I was impressed when they 
said they’re all family men and only accept one perform-
ance a month so they can spend week ends with their children. 
 

Some of the guys (around right or ten) from my former 
chapter from Michigan were there.  We had dinner Friday 
night together but Saturday afternoon we all gathered in 
our old chorus director’s suite and brought in pizza.  It 
gave us time to share some barbershop love, songs and 
some great tags.  We had the time of our lives!  Don’t 
ever pass up the chance to attend barbershop conventions, 
if possible, and really let your hair down (figuratively, if 
you get my drift).  
 

I didn’t take my camera since taking photos during the 
sessions is prohibited but did receive some photos from 
the Michigan gang (with me) and will run one here. 
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Guys at Leadership Academy (LEADAC) in January 
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Elbert Ford 
1520 152nd Place 
Ocala FL 34473 

Phone 352-484-1216 
Cell: 352-817-8559 

Email: elbieham@hotmail.com 
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